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Hello everyone 

I hope you have all had a good week.  

As you might expect, we have had more changes this week at school. We have had 165 children in 

school over this week in YrR, 1, 6, Heroes and Stars. That is brilliant! The children are now very relaxed in 

school and their energy is infectious.  

Near to the end of next week, we are having to open a new Bubble for critical workers/ vulnerable groups 

to accommodate the increase in demand; that makes three. It will be called Champions. Once that is full, 

we will not be able to offer any more places at Claremont as we will be completely full and have used 

every available space and staff member. As a direct result, the staff rota commitment has had to increase 

and we are really hoping this will not impact on the remote learning offer for years 2,3,4,5 as their teachers 

will now be in school more often to support these three bubbles.  

This is making our offer to other pupils more challenging, however, we are working hard to ensure all pupils 

have some contact before the end of the term, and I said that I would update with rationale for any 

decisions made for us as a school.  

So- to further support the community, we are able to offer the children in year 5 two workshops for 2 ½ 

hours to support the recovery of their curriculum before the end of term. I know that Mrs Seddon has 

made contact with year 5 parents earlier this week. This year group has had this offer as they are entering 

an incredibly important time for their educational journey forward. For some of them they will sit the Kent 

Test during the Autumn term of the next academic year, and then they have the fast paced year 6 

working towards the national tests.  

In addition, to support the wellbeing and motivation of the year 2, 3 and 4 pupils, we are offering a 20 

minute zoom call with their class teacher in small groups of 10. This will allow all children to be able to 

participate in chatting with their teacher and some of their class mates. The strict safeguarding rules have 

been shared and must be adhered to. The call will take place after the class teacher has worked in 

school on the rota, and so will take place from a classroom. An adult must be in the vicinity of the child, 

and the call should take place in one of the living areas in the house and not a bedroom. A member of 

the SLT will be present to support the class teacher as well.  

I am happier now knowing that all year groups will have had an opportunity for some contact with their 

teacher either in school or for a short virtual meet. It has been of huge importance to all of us. 

Have a great weekend,  

Candi Roberts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Mrs Roberts has let you all know in the Newsletter how busy the school is in continuing to provide education for all the 

pupils at Claremont. I thought you would like to hear from the Governors to reassure you that, although our monitoring 

is ‘at a distance’, we are continuing to work with the school every day to provide oversight and support. Government 

guidelines stipulate that we must focus on safeguarding, health and safety, Headteacher and staff wellbeing, continuing 

education and finance. We are continuing to do this through virtual governor meetings, scrutinising plans, updating 

policies and with regular contact with Mrs Roberts. I have attended some Zoom staff and senior leadership team 

meetings and am very grateful to our talented and dedicated Claremont team who are responding and adapting to new 

guidelines and requirements daily, whilst keeping everyone safe and continuing education – all with a smile on their 

faces!  

We feel very confident in our leadership team and all the staff who are working incredibly hard in these challenging 

times. Please be reassured that our vision for the school remains unchanged and we are already excited as Mrs Roberts 

shares her plans for the new academic year – always with the pupils’ needs at heart. 

Governors would also like to thank you for all your support and patience. This is a stressful, worrying and frustrating 

time for everyone and we send you our warmest wishes. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Carla van der Zanden 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week, Mrs Ball shared that this week we have 
had 5,000 pieces of work uploaded on our Dojo 

platform! That is incredible and is testament to the 
pupils and parents supporting the home learning. 

How brilliant are you all and all of the amazing 
Claremont staff planning and reviewing the work! 

 

The Duchess of Cambridge led an online assembly on mental wellbeing among children 

This week, the Duchess of Cambridge led an online assembly for the Oak National Academy 

during which she spoke about the importance of mental wellbeing among children. The 

theme of the Duchess’ assembly is ‘spread a little kindness.’  This was developed in 

collaboration with children’s mental health charity Place2Be and encourages children to 

explore ways in which they can show kindness and recognise the benefits of kindness to 

others. 

The Mentally Healthy Schools platform can be accessed here: 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/ 

The assembly can be accessed here: 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/assemblies/ 

 

 

 

Following on from Mrs Ball’s 

Equality assembly this week, 

Mrs Roberts will be talking 

about Black Lives Matter in 

Tuesday’s assembly. 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/assemblies/


Big Wild Weekend  

19th – 21st June 2020 

This weekend sees the return of The Wildlife Trusts’ Big Wild 

Weekend. There are lots of fabulous events taking place even if they 

are different from the traditional ones of previous years. 

We would love you to get involved and share some of the activities 

with us at school. 

Friday 19th June: An Evening of Music 

Hosted by actor and Radio 1 DJ Cel Spellman with special guests 

such as Jack Savoretti 

Saturday 20th June: Summer Solstice Camp-out 

Set up your tent in the back garden or build your best den in the living room – you’ll be sleeping under the 

stars. Plenty of special prizes on offer too including a family tent, child-friendly binoculars or a breakfast 

hamper. 

Sunday 21st June: Big Wild Quiz 

Grab your pens and paper for four rounds of fun questions: nature, films/books/TV, music and a photo 

round. 

Check out https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/big-wild-weekend for all the links and more details 

During this unusual time, being outdoors and experiencing nature is vital for the wellbeing of all members 

of our school community.  

So be inspired and check out these links to help you become ‘wild’ this weekend. 

 

Make your own compost: not only is this great for reducing your food 

waste, it's also fun to do, kids will love tossing the veg scraps in! 
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-

8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/COMPOST-

2016%20NEW.jpg  

 

Go on a mini litter-pick: we have seen so many of you doing this 

already, it's amazing! It's a great way to take action for the planet. 
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-

8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/LITTERPICK.jpg  

 

Make a natural face mask: this can be 

a fun, messy activity that kids will love to create and use. 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/indulge-natural-facemask  

Get crafty and make a nature mandala: what could be more relaxing than 

mixing arts and crafts with nature? 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NATURE-

MANDALA_0.jpg  

Have fun! 

Mr Hume 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/big-wild-weekend
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/COMPOST-2016%20NEW.jpg
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/COMPOST-2016%20NEW.jpg
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/COMPOST-2016%20NEW.jpg
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/LITTERPICK.jpg
http://7474fab53f1b6ee92458-8f3ac932bad207a00c83e77eaee8d15c.r12.cf1.rackcdn.com/LITTERPICK.jpg
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/indulge-natural-facemask
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NATURE-MANDALA_0.jpg
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/NATURE-MANDALA_0.jpg


National School Sport 

Week at Home: 

Virtual School Games!  

#NSSWtogether 

Due to the current COVID-19 

situation, many school 

competitions, events and sports 

days have been cancelled. During 

National School Sport Week 

(22nd June – 26th June 2020), we 

are challenging pupils to 

compete in our sport skill 

challenges against pupils from other schools whether they are attending school, or being home 

schooled! 

Tonbridge and West Kent School Sports Partnership (TWKSSP), who provide Claremont with many 

sporting opportunities and events, is preparing to join the Youth Sport Trust and Sky Sports to 

help young people and families up and down the country engage in a week of virtual sporting 

challenges! 

Unfortunately, with our young people and those across the country set to miss out on the school 

sports day this summer, the Youth Sport Trust is taking its annual National School Sport Week 

campaign beyond the school gates to parents and families - reinvented as National School Sport 

Week at Home. Taking place from 20 to 26 June, the UK-wide campaign will give families, 

communities, schools and sports clubs the chance to capture the enjoyment, competition and 

camaraderie they have been missing out on during weeks of school closures and social distancing. 

Attached is a virtual competition pack which details the sports and skills challenges that pupils can 

compete in. All pupils from year 1 – year 6 can get involved! Pupils will compete individually for 

their age group and year for their school. These activities can be done in school or at home (you 

might just have to get a bit creative!). Scores can be submitted during NSSW from 9am on 20th 

June until 5pm on 25th June with results announced on the Friday! Details of how to submit 

scores are on the final page of the virtual competition pack. 

Honesty will be a key theme for this competition as we are relying on the 

pupils/teachers/parents to adhere to the rules when completing the 

challenges.  

Also attached is a fun creative activity booklet where children can complete 

different activities including creating their own game. This booklet links well 

with our virtual competition, making banners and creating your own School 

Games values! 

Please can I ask for photos to be sent in via the admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk to celebrate our 

children’s achievements. 

Good Luck! 

Mr Hume 

 

mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk


 

 

We are holding a 

 blood donation session 

at Assembly Hall Theatre, Crescent Road, Tunbridge Wells, TN1 2LU on 

Thursday 9th July 2020  

and have appointments available between 13:30 – 19:45 

To book an appointment 

 visit us at blood.co.uk 

 download our app NHSGIVE BLOOD 

 call us on 0300 123 23 23 

 We have extra safety measures in place to allow for social distancing but 

ask that you come alone to session and do not bring children if possible at 

this time. 
 

 

Kent Libraries have launched their annual Summer Reading Challenge 2020. 

This year it’s “Silly Squad”, all about books that make us laugh, so celebrating funny books, happiness and laughter. 

 Because of lockdown, the Challenge will be taking place digitally only.   

 Children are challenged to read six books, but this year they can read fewer, or more than 6 if they wish to 
do so 

 As all the libraries are still closed at the moment, children can read books from home, school, borrowed 
from friends and family or ebooks available free from the library website www.kent.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Children can sign up to the Challenge at www.sillysquad.org.uk 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.sillysquad.org.uk/

